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17.40.100 - Public Art Requirements and Design Standards

about:blank

A. Purpose. This Section implements the policies of the Pasadena General Plan that call for

provisions for the arts and other cultural resources in new development. This Section will

further this program goal by establishing a requirement that the design of certain projects

incorporate a public art component.

B. Applicability.

1.

Projects over 25,000 square feet. Each commercial, industrial, mixed-use project and
parking structure over 25,000 square feet of gross floor area shall incorporate in its design
a public art component. For the purpose of this section, the gross floor area calculation

shall include parking garages (including below grade and at or above grade garages).

Northwest Boundary Area. Each new or renovated commercial, industrial, multi-family
residential (three units or more), mixed-use project, and any parking garage with a
valuation of $500,000 or more shall be subject to the public art requirement. A map
showing the boundaries of this Area is attached to the October 17, 2016 staff report to City
Council and is on file in the City Clerk's Office.

Downtown and Old Pasadena Redevelopment areas. Each new or renovated commercial,
multi-family residential (three units or more), mixed-use project, and any parking garage
with a valuation of $500,000 or more shall be subject to the public art requirement. The
boundaries for these areas shall be the same boundaries as those used by the current
and/or former Downtown and Old Pasadena Redevelopment Plans. These boundaries are
geographic only and shall be used for the duration of the public art program regardless of
whether the corresponding redevelopment plan is active or expired. Maps showing the
boundaries of these Areas are attached to the October 17, 2016 staff report to City Council
and are on file in the City Clerk's Office.

All City projects. All City construction projects (e.g. Capital Improvement Projects) shall
also incorporate in their design a public art component.

Public art defined. For the purposes of this Section, "public art" shall mean the creation of
an original work or service of an artist for a publicly accessible space which could be, but is
not limited to, earthworks, mosaics, murals, and sculpture.

One percent of Building Permit Valuation. The minimum standard of performance used

to measure compliance with this Section shall be that the public art component shall have

a value of not less than one percent of the Building Permit valuation.

Page 1 of 2



Pasadena, CA Code of Ordinances 7/15/26, 2:37 PM

C. Exceptions. This Section shall not apply to a project:

1. Having a fully executed owner participation agreement ("OPA"), disposition and
development agreement ("DDA") or development agreement, or a Vesting Tentative Map
approved before the effective date of the ordinance enacting this Section;

2. Within the boundaries of a master plan or planned development zone change area
approved before the effective date of the ordinance enacting this Section; or

3. For which a Building Permit was issued before the effective date of the ordinance enacting

this Section. A Building Permit for additions to the same project which is issued after the

effective date of the ordinance enacting this Section shall be subject to this Section.

D. Guidelines for compliance.

1. The Arts and Culture Commission shall recommend and the Council, by resolution, shall
adopt guidelines to be used in determining whether there has been compliance with this
Section.

2. The Arts and Culture Commission shall be responsible for determining compliance with
this Section.

E. Verification of compliance. No Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued for a project subject to
the requirements of this Section until the Arts and Culture Commission has made a written

determination of compliance with this Section.

(Ord. 7292 § 2, 2017; Ord. 7189 88 1—3, 2010; Ord. 7160 § 25, 2009; Ord. 7099 § 25, 2007)
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