
Lesson 4 - Part 1:

Getting to the Roots

Objective: In the first part of this lesson, students learn about root cause 
analysis in order to apply it to their chosen local environmental 
problem. They start to research the root causes of their chosen problem 
using resources from the climate justice video library.
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Key Terms
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Root Causes: The deepest                
reason(s) for a problem. Identifying and 
addressing the root cause of a problem can 
make the problem less likely to return.Local Environmental Problem: An 

issue that affects the air, water, soil, 
or general health of a particular 
neighborhood, community, city, or 
region.

Symptoms: The signs, impacts, or 
results of a local environmental 
problem.

Weed: A plant that grows in a place 
where humans do not want it.

Root Cause Analysis: Digging beneath the 
surface of a problem to find its deeper 
reasons for existing.

Five Whys: A method that continues 
asking ‘Why?’ many times (sometimes 
more than 5) in order to find the roots of 
a problem.
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Weed
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How To PROPERLY Pull Weeds From Your Yard

In this video, I show you how to pull weeds and make them not come back. The overall method is to get the complete root of the weed 
out, but I show you the whole step by step process in this video. It is simple enough that it will only take you about 1 minute per weed 
once you get the hang of it. Use this method to pull the weeds from your yard, and you will give yourself the best chance at never having
to pull that exact same weed out again!

CONNECT WITH ME:
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/mikechimmy/

SUBSCRIBE TO MY CHANNEL:
https://youtube.com/subscription_center?add_user=helpfuldiy

FREE DIY ADVICE EBOOK:
https://gumroad.com/l/vFujc

Disclaimer: Some of the links in this description may be affiliate links. All opinions are my own.

How to Properly Pull Weeds 
from Your Yard 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CT-ioLzvlR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CT-ioLzvlR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CT-ioLzvlR0
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Raise your hand to answer:

● What does it mean to “get to the roots” of 
something?

● What do you think would happen if a gardener pulled 
out the leaves of a weed, but left its roots in the 
soil?

● How is this video related to the local environmental 
problem your group chose?
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Five Whys Jefferson Memorial Example

Five Whys 
Jefferson 
Memorial 
Example 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEQvq99PZwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEQvq99PZwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEQvq99PZwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEQvq99PZwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEQvq99PZwo
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Raise your hand to answer:

● What does the root cause of the Jefferson Memorial’s 
stone deteriorating?

● How did the park rangers arrive at this root cause?
● What happened when the park rangers solved the 

root of the problem?
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● Try to avoid “blaming the 
victims”. The people who 
are harmed by 
environmental problems 
are usually not the people 
who caused the problems 
in the first place.

● Ask yourself: What would 
environmental justice look 
like for your issue?

● If you don’t know why, it’s 
probably time to do some 
research! It’s okay to leave 
some of your 5 why’s blank 
for now and fill them in 
later.

Tips for completing 
your Five Why’s:
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It’s time to learn more about your chosen local environmental problem! 
Visit ClimateJusticeInitiative.com/all-teachins and read the descriptions 
of the Land Circle, Air Circle, and Trash Circle. Choose the one that best 
fits your chosen topic.

Then, read the descriptions of each video on that page. Choose one video 
that most closely matches your chosen topic. Watch the video and take 
notes on the back of your handout. Pay special attention to the author’s 
point of view or purpose in the video.

http://climatejusticeinitiative.com/all-teachins
http://climatejusticeinitiative.com/all-teachins
http://climatejusticeinitiative.com/all-teachins
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Share what you’ve learned with the class!



Lesson 4 - Part 2:

Getting to the Roots

Objective: In the second part of this lesson, students apply the Unit 
Project Rubric to two example projects in order to improve their own 
final projects. Then they continue to research their chosen local 
environmental problem.
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Read the Unit Project Rubric

Any Questions?
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Read the Unit Project Rubric

Any Questions?
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Read the Unit Project Rubric

Any Questions?
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Use the rubric to evaluate an example. 
Then, share your score and reasoning with the class.

Sample video - Ya Fav Trashman.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1JmH-47Z9LvneJ5w660mvEBnk-ZdPpQLT/view
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Air example - p. 60 Land example - p. 62

Use the rubric to evaluate another example. 
Then, share your score and reasoning with the class.
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Check with your group:

● Do you understand how the rubric will be used to 
evaluate your unit project?

● Do you understand what your group needs to do in 
order to get a high score on the unit project rubric?
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Group research time!

● Continue taking notes in your notes organizer. 
● Make sure you are collecting information that will help 

your group score well on the unit project rubric. There 
is a checklist at the bottom of the notes organizer.

● If you need help finding reliable sources, raise your 
hand to ask your teacher.



End of Lesson 4:

Thank You!
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