
What Are Authority Records?

Your CMS contains a number of authority records, including:
Organizations
People
Places
Concepts (Materials, Worktypes)

Citations (rarely used in public art collection management)
 

These authorities are used to create associations among artists, studios,
organizations, owners, places, etc. They are also used to control for variant
spellings, name duplication, etc. 
 

When you establish an authority record in your system, you can reference that
record as many times as needed throughout all of your records.

Fields that pull data from an authority record are distinguished by a downward
arrow.



Authority terms that are referenced in any object or procedural record will
appear in the right sidebar under the Terms Used section.

Navigate to authority terms by clicking on the term in the right sidebar, hovering
over the term within the record, or using the search bar at the top of your screen.
Records that reference the authority term will appear in the right sidebar of the
authority record.



What else can I do with authority records?
 

Store artist contact information in the Person Authority record;

 

Store social media handles for any person or organization;

 

Record details about any place - including whether its indoors or outdoors,
the owner of the place (mainly relevant for public art sited on private
property), georeference data, etc.

 

Easily identify how many objects are located at a specific place;

 

Easily identify the number of objects a particular artist has created for your
collection.

 

 




